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MEMBER FOCUS!
This year’s theme is
MATTESON LAKE SPORTS!
Enjoy these photographs of
lake residents participating
in some of our favorite
summer and winter sports!
Thanks to everyone who
took the time to submit
pictures. - Wendy Lemke
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If my form and dues are

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE (Wilson Ray) received by May 19, my

name will be putina
drawing for a Matteson
Lake hat or T-shirt!!

Hello Friends!

| can hardly contain my excitement—this time of year fills me with
such joy! The days are getting longer, the sun is shining brighter, and
the warm spring days are giving us just a taste of the summer that's
on the horizon.

| can already picture the long, leisurely floats on Little Lake and the
peaceful pontoon boat rides with family and friends. Our beautiful
lake has been the backdrop for countless unforgettable moments—
family reunions, 4th of July fireworks, cookouts, and fun-filled yard
games. Now, watching my grandkids discover the magic of lake life,
it’s like reliving those cherished memories all over again!

These wonderful experiences are what fuel my passion for Matteson
Lake, and they’re also why | hold our Lake Association so close to my
heart. It’s a special group of neighbors who share the same love and
dedication to preserving the beauty and joy of our lake.

Looking ahead to 2025, we are so excited to continue our journey
toward securing funding for a watershed management program.

With each step we take, we’re learning, growing, and strengthening To be included in the 2024
our resolve to protect and enhance this incredible resource. We have directory, | need to submit
some big, bold plans, and I’'m confident that, with your support, we my membership form and
can make them a reality. Together, we can ensure that our Lake dues before June 15, even
Association thrives for generations to come! though [ was in the

directory last year!

This year, we'll be keeping all our beloved traditions alive—our Boat
Parade, Bingo at Polish Fest, and of course, our Association Picnic.
These events are made possible by the dedication and hard work of
our tremendous volunteers, and we couldn’t do it without each of
you!

In 2025, we will hold three important Association meetings. We'll
continue to invite our agency partners to these gatherings to keep
you informed and engaged in the work we’re doing together. We
plan to invite representatives from the Branch County Sheriff Marine
Patrol and the DNR to share valuable insights with us this year.

Thank you for being such an essential part of our Lake Association.
Your passion, support, and involvement are what make us stronger,

I’'m gonna check out the
latest Matteson Lake
news on our website at
https://mattesonlake.org!

and | couldn’t be more grateful for each one of you!

I’'m looking forward to seeing all of you out on the water, enjoying
the season together!

Here's to a fantastic year ahead!
Onward and upward!

Wilson




VICE PRESIDENT’S PAGE
(Sharon Kolassa)

WELCOME NEW RESIDENTS

HELLO to all new residents and WELCOME to Matteson
Lake! We have many things going on at the lake this
year and hope you will join us. Check our website
(mattesonlake.org) for more information about what'’s
going on at the lake. Please become a member!!

MEMBERSHIP 2025

Membership continues to be a key goal of our Lake
Association. If you currently are not a member, please
consider joining. Last year we had 144 paid members
and 79 non-paid residents. We encourage the non-
paying residents to please join the Association. You can
obtain a Membership Form by accessing our website. The
address is mattesonlake.org/membership. You can either
print the form, complete it and return it with your payment
to our Treasurer, Erik Sabaitis; or fill out the form on the
website and pay with a credit card. (There’s also a
membership form at the end of this newsletter.)

NEW NEIGHBORS?

If one of your neighbors sells their home and the new
resident moves in, please contact me. | will meet with
the new residents and welcome them to the lake. | will
also give them a copy of the current newsletter and
other pertinent information about the lake. Thank you
for your assistance.

ZONE REPRESENTATIVES

Each area has a person who can answer questions or
concerns that you may have. Follow the blue arrow
to find your representative.

COMMUNICATION

Communication continues to be a Board priority. Please
contact me at 517-227-4621 or email me at
vicepresident@mattesonlake.org, or any Board
member, if you have questions or suggestions.

Please be involved! Come to our monthly meetings.
Get the current information first-hand. Volunteer for
committees. Your Board wants your participation,
creative ideas, input and feedback. This is YOUR/OUR
lake! Let’s work as a team. Finally, thanks to all our
current members for their support in making this a
wonderful place to be. Be safe, and have fun!

CURRENT OFFICERS

President: WILSON RAY
(Email: president@mattesonlake.orq)

Vice-President: SHARON KOLASSA
(Email: vicepresident@mattesonlake.org)

Treasurer:

ERIK SABAITIS

(Email: treasurer@mattesonlake.orq)

Secretary: BLAIR SHAMAN
(Email: admin@mattesonlake.orq)

ZONE REPRESENTATIVES 2021

Cove Resort
Tricia Kanter (423-903-5734)
Melissa Peppler (260-450-6921)

Moser Drive & Fischers Hideaway
Sandra Felcyn (586-243-2105)

Salek Lane
Tracy Rowland (517-617-6487)

Werners Landing South
Sharon Cox (269-535-2051)

Werners Landing North
Carol Anson (517-369-1044)

Werners Trail
Charlie Doner (517-369-1075)

West Shore/Farrand
Edward Gehringer (248-807-5479)

1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

If you want to be in the directory, your membership
form & dues must be turned in by June 15%,

even if you were in the directory last year!

TOP 6 REASONS TO BE A
MEMBER:

WATER QUALITY REPORTS!

FISH STOCKING with member input
about the types of fish stocked in the lake!
Large PARTY TENT for members to
borrow for FREE!

Contact with other members, via email, if
you are looking for someone to PROVIDE
A SERVICE for you. (Send me an email,
and I'll forward it to all lake members.)
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY Being a
member is the only way to get a copy!

It will not be posted on the website!
Members who have something to sell can
contact me, via email, and your ITEMS
FOR SALE will be sent to all lake
members.

IF WE EACH DO A LITTLE,
WE CAN ALL ACCOMPLISH A LOT!
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LAKE CHAIRPERSONS LAKE ASSOCIATION CALENDAR

Apparel: Rachel Jackson L. . .
Bingo: Joe Sobeske May 31 @ 9 am — Lake Association MEETING in Township Hall

Boat Parade: Art Doner June 5-7 — Lake GARAGE SALES
Directory & Newsletter: Wendy Lemke June 28 @ 9 am — Lake Association MEETING in Township Hall

Fish: Ron Rowland July 4 @ 3 pm — BOAT PARADE (rain date July 5)

Garage Sales: Melissa Peppler July 17-19 — BINGO at Polish Festival Days in Farmer’s Market
Matteson Lake Sign: Jill Vinson Pavilion (7:00-10:00 p.m. on 7/17, 5:00-10:00 p.m. on 7/18,
Picnic: Tricia Kanter & Rachel Jackson 2:00 - 10:00 p.m. on 7/19)

Water Quality: Larry Lemke July 26 @ noon — Lake Association PICNIC in Township Hall
Website: Blair Shaman August 23 @ 9 am — Lake Assoc. MEETING in Township Hall

WEBSITE / SECRETARY’S REPORT (Blair Shaman)

Go to https://mattesonlake.org to find out what’s happening on Matteson Lake. Let our website be your first stop for
the latest events, meeting minutes, helpful documents, and pictures of your friends and neighbors enjoying themselves
outdoors! Also consider filling out the Creel Survey with results of your fishing outings. Our Fish Committee will use this
information to stock the lake with your favorite species. If you're looking to show off around the lake, or looking for a
gift idea, be sure to check out our selection of apparel that can be ordered online. For those interested in the history of
our community, the website also offers access to a wealth of historical documents related to the association and the
lake. As always, the calendar on the site is always up to date on summer Association events. Come check us out to see
what's new!

TREASURER’S REPORT (Erik Sabaitis)

Financially the association will be kicking off the 2025 season with the following account balances:

Fish $3,078.75 g
el General Fund  $20,954.79 @ 4
Water Quality  $9,308.44 “—

In the past year we have completed payments to Laggis Fish Farm for our Spring perch fish plant. There will be a $5.00
change to the membership fees for 2025 to offset rising costs for fish plants. We continue to offer the ability to pay
membership fees via the mattesonlake.org website. The option to pay online now includes credit card payments.

The board is also in the process of exploring converting the association to annual audit procedures to match the
standards required to oversee federal grant funds. This would provide the association with the ability to more rapidly
qualify and apply for grants related to watershed improvements.

FISH COMMITTEE REPORT (Ron Rowland)

DID YOU KNOW that there are Northern Pike in Matteson Lake over 36 inches long? DID YOU KNOW that 347 black
crappie and 22 walleye have been fished off our shores? And let’s not forget our bass catch and release of over 100!

There have been over 800 fish that have been kept and enjoyed from fish excursions on our lake. These interesting
tidbits and valuable information can be found by the input of our lake members into the online creel survey you can
find on the mattesonlake.org website. Please take a moment to share your catch of the day so that the Fish Committee
can use this information to help make your fishing adventures the best they can by knowing which species to plant.

The Fish Committee has been busy this year meeting in March and April so far. It has been determined not to do any
fish plantings this year so that the committee can assess the best species and let our fund grow more to get more fish in
the future. Feel free to reach out if you would like to join this fun committee. |look forward to seeing you on the lake!



https://mattesonlake.org/

MATTESON LAKE WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE REPORT (Larry Lemke)

Water Quality Committee volunteers sampled water from Matteson Lake and its inlet and outlet on August
12, 2024. We also sampled five locations along tributaries in the Matteson Lake watershed to gather
information on waters that flow into the lake. The samples were analyzed at the Prein & Newhof lab in
Grand Rapids. Nutrient concentrations in the lake and watershed were similar to those measured in prior
years. E. coli bacteria levels within the lake and the lake inlet and outlet were also similar to those seen in
the past. All lake values were safe for swimming. However, swimming in the river above the lake is not
recommended at any time because bacteria counts higher than healthy levels for body contact are
frequently found at the M-86 bridge in most years.

Matteson Lake Trophic State Index (TSI) Values Over Time
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The Trophic State Index (TSI) combines three water quality variables (water clarity, green algae abundance, and
phosphorous concentration) into a single score that we track over time to help identify trends in water quality
changes. The TSI score was 61 in 2024, reflecting lower phosphorous levels that were offset by a decrease in
water clarity and increase in algae in shallow lake water.

We also tested the lake water for microcystins (a toxin associated with algal blooms that can be harmful to
people and deadly to pets) each week throughout the summer of 2024. Results were consistently negative (as
they were in 2023); therefore, we are not planning to test for microcystins in 2025.

Our long-term goal is to return Matteson Lake to mesotrophic conditions and to keep it there. To achieve this,
and to make our Lake Association and our local agricultural and governmental partners eligible for state and
federal grants that can fund watershed improvements, we must first develop an approved Watershed
Management Plan. Unfortunately, the Watershed Management Planning Grant proposal that we submitted to
EGLE in September 2024 was deemed ineligible for funding because our Lake Association did not have the
right kind of financial audit. Our Lake Association executive board is working to rectify that deficiency and to
position us to respond to the next request for proposals (RFP) expected from EGLE late this summer. Stay
tuned and keep your fingers crossed!

Thank you to Don Batey, Bob Kirchhofer, and Marv Kirchofer for water quality
sampling on August 12". Thanks also to John and Marianne Hoffman and Art Mixis
for help with weekly microcystin testing. And thank you to the Water Quality
Committee members who volunteer their time and efforts, along with all the Matteson
Lake Association members whose dues and contributions make our work possible!




How #o have HOT FUN
in the summerdtime!

FLOAT IN OUR ANNUAL BOAT PARADE! (Contact Art Doner: 313-402-8800)
This year’s boat parade will take place on Friday, July 4 (The rain date
is July 5). All watercrafts should meet near the public boat launch at 3:00.
Decorate your boat with a family-friendly theme and join in the fun!

COME PLAY BINGO AT OUR BIGGEST FUND-RAISER!
(Contact Joe Sobeske: 517-617-0907)
The Bronson Polish Festival is Thursday, July 17 through
Saturday, July 19 at the Bronson Farmer’s Market Pavilion.
¥ Bring your friends and adult family members to join in the
excitement on Thursday (7-10 p.m.), Friday (5-10 p.m.), and on
Saturday (2-10 p.m.). The more players, the bigger the win!

CHILL OUT AT THE ANNUAL ASSOCIATION PICNIC! (Contact Tricia Kanter @
423-903-5734 or Rachel Jackson @ 260-760-4970)

Join your fellow members at the Bronson Township Hall on M-86. W¢’'ll
be dining mdoors where the weather is always good and where the

great food and lots of fun! Please bring a dish to pass and any other fun
outdoor lawn games others may enjoy!

SELL STUFF IN THE LAKEWIDE GARAGE SALES! (Melissa Peppler @ 260-450-6921)
Here’s a great opportunity to declutter, make a little extra cash, and give your
gently-used items a second life! Join us for our annual lake-wide garage sales on
June 5-7. This is a great way to connect with neighbors and kick off the summer
seaons! All lake residents are invited to take part.

SHOW YOUR SPIRIT WITH LAKE APPAREL! (Contact Rachel Jackson: 260-760-4970)
Our creative apparel chairperson offers

custom apparel and non-clothing items in M,A"L’ﬁc'.so,_b
addition to our regular line of Matteson
Lake shirts and hats. Contact Rachel by
email (rachelmorgenj@gmail.com) or
phone right away to get a head start on
showing your lake spirit!
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TWIN LAKES OF MATTESON 2025 MEMBERSHIP DUES FORM

(We ask that you please complete a new form each year.)

Membership dues = $55.00
(%20 for the Fish Fund, $20 for the Water Quality Fund, $15 for the General Fund).

Lake address:

Mailing address: (New? Y /N)
Street DO NOT
INCLUDE ME
IN DIRECTORY.
City State Zip

Phone number:

E-mail address (PRINT CLEARLY):

Most Lake Association updates and news are sent by email!
Email addresses will not be shared unless you select it to be included in the Directory.
THE DIRECTORY WILL NOT BE POSTED ON THE WEBSITE!

If you are not using our website to join,
please make out a check to
> “Twin Lakes of Matteson” and return this completed <

form, with payment to:
Erik Sabaitis, Treasurer
P.O. Box 693, Coldwater MI 49036

EXTRA DONATIONS
PLEASE only complete the area below if you wish to make an additional contribution to your

$55.00 dues. Please select how you would like the extra contribution applied:

Fish Fund:

Water Quality Fund:

General Fund:

NOTE: IF WE RECEIVE YOUR DUES PAYMENT BY MAY 19, 2025, YOUR NAME WILL BE PUT
INTO A DRAWING FOR A MATTESON LAKE HAT OR T-SHIRT.

Questions?? Contact Sharon Kolassa at 517-227-4621.




